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CASE OF TYPHOID IN N.S.W. (contributed by the Bacteriology Department, 
Institute of Clinical Pathology & Medical Rese a r ch, Sydney) 

On 10 May 1978, a district hospital in the western suburbs of 
Sydney referred to the ICP & MR a bacterial cul ture which had been 
i solated from the blood of Mrs X, aged 72 years. This culture was 
c onfirmed as Salmonella typhi and t he patient was then transferred to 
Prince Henry Hospita l i n Sydney. 

Mrs X had been a dmit ted to the distric t hospital on 5 May 1978 . 

• 
She stated that she h ad been i n good health un t i l 6-8 weeks previously 
when she developed severe headache, upset stomach, diarrhoea and fever . 
About 4 weeks before she became il l , Mrs X spent 2 days visiting a 
friend, Mrs Y, aged 60, and her mother Mrs Z , aged 83, in a N.S.W. 
country town. Specimens o f faeces were collec t e d and examined from 
Mrs Y and Mrs Z. S . t yphi was isolated from b o th Mrs Y and Mrs z. 
I t was ascertained that Mrs Z had had typhoid fever 60 years ago. 

This is a prelimina r y report only, and a mo re complete report will 
be made when bacterio l ogical and epidemiological investigations under 
way have been completed. 

EPIDEMIC POLYARTHRITI S (contributed by the s taff of the State 
Health Laborato r y, Brisbane) 

Serological resu l ts i ndicate tha t the annual epidemic of poly­
a rthritis due to Ro s s Ri ver virus peaked in Ma r ch-April. In this 
i ssue, 36 patients from a l l ove r Queens l and h ave been reported . Most 

•
we r e diagnosed by the p r esence of IgM and a his tory of polyarthritis 
and t he great majority were in the 25-59 age group. 

HYGIENE IN INTERNATIONAL AVIATIO~ 

The magnitude of ai r transport operat ions g rows steadily every 
year. For example, the number of passengers on scheduled international 
and domestic flights around t he world rose f r om 177 million in 1965 to 
438 million in 1975. These f i gures do not take into account the 
millions of charter-fligh t passengers whose numbers also c ontinue to 
increase. (W.E.R. No . 1 3 31 March 1978) 

Because of increases not only i n the s pee d of travel but also in 
the number of people carried on each fligh t, essential services such as 
catering, water supply, and waste disposal are often strained , 
especially in areas where the l evel of sanitati on is low. In these 
areas, there is a definite r i sk o f con taminate d food and water being 
taken aboard the plane, and a number of disease outbreaks have been 
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reported to the WHO in recent years. The organisms involved have 
included s. aureus (247 passengers on three separate flights in 
1973 all fed on the same custard}, S. typhimurium (200 cases in 
1976 in passengers who consumed egg-mayonnaise salad on a flight} 
and V. cholerae (40 mild cases in a flight entering Australia in 
1972 attributed to food}. 

The need to protect air travellers from such hazards and the 
potential for infected passengers to act as disease foci in the 
country of disembarkation have stimulated concern within the World 
Health Organisation. WHO has therefore recommended that public 
health authorities and airline companies give attention to the 
problem, and has revised its code of practice on food hygiene in air 
transport. (Bailey J. Guide to Hygiene and Sanitation in Aviation 
W.H.O. 1976) 

In Australia, action has been taken by the Australian • 
Depart ments of Health and of Science, with the co-operation of the 
airlines to monitor bacterial contamination of water and food on 
flights entering the country. Samples are taken from aircraft on 
arrival at Sydney airport. 

Sampling of water was started in the middle of 1977. Since then 
230 samples from various parts of the plane such as galleys & drinking 
fountains have been analysed for coliform and E.coli contamination. 
The standard for contamination used has been that of WHO, which 
defines potable water as containing less than 10 coliforms per 100 ml 7 
and less than l E. coli per 100 ml. (using MPN techniques}. 13 of the 
samples failed to meet the standard for coliforms, but in only 2 of 
t hese were E.coli present. The airlines were advised in each case 
but in only 3 cases have the results of their investigations been made 
known to the Commonwealth Department of Health. 

Food surveillance did not commence until April 1978. The sampling 
procedure samples flights, from which one complete meal is then taken, 
and each component of this meal is subject to bacteriological analysi. 
No results of the food sampling are available for publication at this 
stage. 

BRONCHIOLITIS IN BRISBANE (contributed by the staff of the State Health 
Laboratory, Brisbane} 

In late April and early May, respiratory syncytial virus was 
isolated from 19 children and 2 adults with bronchiolitis. Good 
correlation between isolation results and the rapid fluorescen t anti­
body test has been obtained on those patients from whom a 
nasopharyngeal aspirate was collected. 

HEPATITIS B SURVEY 

The increased number of Hepatitis B cases by the I.M.V.S. in 
Adelaide represents a survey of Vietnamese refugees entering Australia. 
In all, 132 identifications were made. 
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l{ E POk TI NG PEl<.100 - 4 /TJll'f - I 7 /Y/11 'f • If 7~ BULLETIN NUMBER 7g, • /0 

VI P AL ID d,T I FI C AT I U NS CA T EGOR I S ED INTO SOU RCE SPECIMENS 

VI?L S ~~ t< Vl ~ AL A NTIG EN FA dl NA cs SK EY UR HR :;E OT TOTAL 
:)l'.) 0 ADtNO Vrn u S NG T T~P =D• •••• •••• •••••• 6 2 7 15 
)1 0 l ~D~NOVI RUS TY Pf.: 1 ••...••..••••••••. l 1 
Jl :) 2 AD::N OV I '<,lJS TY Pl: 2 •••••••••••••••••• 2 2 t. 
-.1 l 0 3 AGEN OVI KUS rv PE 

-, l 2 1 4 ~--················ )1 0 6 .AD ENOVIRUS TYP E b•••••••••••••••••• l l 
J l ') 7 AOENUVI RUS TYP f: 1 •••••••••••••••••• 1 3 4 
) 1 0 9 ADENO VI '<-US TY PE 9 •••••••••••••••••• 2 2 
') 11 9 AD!:NOVIRUS TY P~ 19 ••••••••••••••••• 1 l 
') l 9 Y ADENOVl RUS TYPI NG PENDING•••••••••• 3 2 l 6 
0 2 0 1 If'-4FLuENZA A VI RLS•••••••••••••••••• 2 2 
)203 INFLL EN ZA 8 VIRUS ••••••••••••• A••·· l l 
·)301 PAR A I i,JF LU ~N lA VIRUS TYPE 1 ••••••••• 1 1 
)302 PARA I NF LUEI\IZ-A, VIRUS TYPE 2 ••••••••• 1 10 11 
0303 PARA I NF LUEN ZA VIRUS TYPE 3 ••••••••• 1 9 10 
0 400 RESPI ~A TOR Y SYNC YTI AL VIRUS ( RS) ••• 14 1'9-
-)5 O'J KHINCVJ KUS I A LL TYP E S) •• • • • • • • • • • • • 9 9 
Jb C O _/'1 YC CJ PL AS.MA PNE UMGNIAEeA•••••••••••• 17 17 
0 7 ()/"\ ORNITH OSIS-PSITTACOSIS ••••••••••••• 3 3 
0 8 16 COXSACKIEVI RU S Al6 ••••••••••••••••• 1 2 3 6 , 
J90 1 COXSACKIEVIRUS 81 •••••••••••••••••• 2 1 2 s l ' ' I 

)902 COXS .ACKI EVI RUS 82 ••••••••.••••••••. l 1 , ! 

J 9 0 3 COXSAC K IEVJq,u s 83 •••••••••••••••••• l l 2 
0904 COXSACKIE VIRUS a& ••••••••• ~········ 2 - - - - ~----- 2 
1) 9 () 5 Cu XSACKI EVIRUS BS •••••••••••••••••• l 1 
10 ,J') ECHO \11 RLS NOT TYPEJ•••••••••••••••• 2 4 6 
10 06 ECH OVI R LS TYPE 6 ••••••••••••••••••• 3 3 
1007 ECHO'Jl R t;S TYP E 1 ••.•••••••••••••••• l 2 2 - - ---5 
l J ll ECH O VI ~ LS TYPE 11 •..••••••••••.••.• 2 1 3 
10 15 ECH O VI ~ US TYP E 15~---·············· --1 - -- --- - l 
10 17 ECH D \II - LS TYP F. 1 7 •• ••••••••• • ••• ••• l 1 
1 ,) 1 8 ECH OVI RLS TYP E 18 •••••••••••••••••• l l 
l Q19 ~ CH O \II h: L' S TYPE 19 •••••••••••••••••• 4 l 5 
l C' 2 2 ECHO\/I RLS TYP E 22 •••••••••••••••••• 1 = - 1 -
1 0 23 ::CHOVl k LS TYP E 23 .•.•••.••••••••••• 2 2 
H} 24 ECH O.~ I RL S. T YP E 2.4 .......... ......_ . ........ ·-- . ...... L :- ~-- ·- -· ·- - - - -- -1-
1 0 3 0 ECHO\JI RLS TYP E 30 •••••••••••••••••• 2 3 6 11 
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t<E PQRTI NG PER I OD - 4 IYJ/1 '1 - 17 /YJIN . 117g BULLE T I N T..UM2 ER 7e. 10 ~I VI P~L I CENTI FI CATIONS CATEGG KIS ED I NT O SOURC t SP f CI MENS - CON TI ~ UED 

;I VI ~LS CK VI KAL AN TI GEN FA Bl \IA cs SK EV UR BR GE OT TOTAL 
11 ~ 3 POL I OVI k US TY p::. 3 •••••••••••••••••• l l ,I 12 0 •' t-t ~ P S VIR US•••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 2 5 12 
13 00 HERP F. S 'vi RUS GR.O UP-N fJ T TY PED ••••••• 3 4 1 

I 13 0 1 HERP!: S SI MPL ~ X VI RUS-NUT TYP ED •..•• 4 3 4 8 ' ) 9 30 ... 

:1 
L:10 2 EPSTEI ~-BARR 'vl tZ US ( EB VI RuS.l .... ••. a - -- a . 
1 3 'J3 VAR I CE L LA-Z OS Tl: K VI RUS••••••••••••• 2 2 It 

:J 
1 3 0 6 rlERPES SI MPU: X TYPE 1 •••••••••••••. 11 16 6 9 42 
13 0 7 HERP ES SIMPL E X TYP:: 2 ••••••••••• ••• l 18 31 50 
14 )1 C'JXI ELLA BURNE T! ••••••••••••••••••. 34 34 . 
1514 MOLLLSCUM CONTAGI Ll SUM •••••••••••••• l l i 
1521 MEASLE S \/ I RUS__.. •• •• ...... _ ...... • ._. • ........ 2 l . -- 3 j 
1522 RUBELLA VIRUS•••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

10! I 

1530 t-1EPATITIS A VIRUS•••••••••••••••••• l 
1532- HE,PAll TIS 8 ANTIGEN•••••••••••••••• 100 
15.3-3 HEPA TIT is B ANTIBOJY ••••••••••••••. 122 122 
1'535 HEP A lJ' TIS A A ":rt rlO!JY •• • ••••••• • •••• l 1 
1541 CHLA MYDIA A - fRIC TY.PE..•.•'•••·••••. 12 ~ 12 
1556 CMV - CYTOMEGALOVIRUS •••••••••••••• g 3 4 1 1 18 
1562 REOVIRUS (ALL TYPES)••••••~•••••••• 1 l 
1564 ROTAVI R~S•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 18 
1566 NORWALK AGENT•••••••••••••••••••••• l 1 
1599 ENTER() v IRUS TYPING PENDI NG••••••••• 3 6 4 13 ' 
TJTAL •••••.....••...•••....••••••..••..• 5.5 ill l Oo 27 -52 13 6 - 1..2 2 ~ 1 
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CC».CTh-w'EllTH DEPARTMENT OF HEA LTH Cases r eported during the veek ended, 
NOTIFIABLE D SES IN THE STATES AND TERRITOR IES OF AUSTRAL L-\ 21. 4. I 78 

LI ST .L :=-icable disease s notified by medical prac oners , hospitals or di agnostic laboratori ...... ... ... ... 
DI SXASE CAS s NOT IFIED DURING WEEK l~l"L.-\ TIVE TO'L-\L - year to date"" 

N. s .w . VIC, QLD . S ,A. W. A. TAS, A. C, T, N. T, N.s.w . vi:c . QLD. S . A. 1i ,A, T.!S . A,C.T N, T. 

ACUTE ~TISM (inc l ud i ng Chor ea) N, N. N. N. N. N. N. N. N, N. N, K i; 

ANTHR.U 

BRUCELLO::'IS ~ 3 l 5 
CHOLERA : 
D IARRHOiU , INFANTILE 7 N,N. N,N, N.N . 79! x.x. N. N. N,JI 3 
DI PnHER ll F ?.a.i; 

DYSENTERI , BACILLARY (cl inical diagno-
., ; " n n h , , N.N. N,N. N. N, 10 - 4S N.R 

ENCEPHALITIS (not inc luded under B) N, N, ,, , ~ ') N,JI ~() 

FOOD POIS.O~""ING (occuring i n 2 or more . ~ nn ~nt'i -,_fa ~ n nn q q' N.N. N. N. N, N. N. N. Q? ? N. N. N. N. N.N. N.N. 

GONORRHOR.1 47 51 • 24 8 1 1262 721 616 417 73 74 2?.b 

HEPATITIS, DlPECTIVE(icter i c f orm only: l 0 6 ?l . l c; ? 4 l l ".l i:; &: *,a,1_ , &:;. ';I 31 110 31 21 r, 
HEPATITIS, SERUM (homologous) 4 7 3 5 2 6~ 78 37 34 9 2 t 
LEPll08Y l 'J l 7 7 
LEPTOSPIR0:3 IS 2 4 1 
PARATYPHOID FEVER N.N. :: N.N. 

PLAGUE 

POLIOMYELITIS 

PUERPERAL FEVER N.N, N,N. ? 3 
RTIBELU N. N, l N.N. N. N. N.N. 15 1 N.N. N,H 
SCARLET FEVER ~. N. l N,N. N. N. q l N.N 

SMALLPOX 

SYPHILIS l 1 10 5 J l 22 c; 29 6R , n ~ 1 183 
TETANl".S l - 2 2 . 
TRACHO!lti N. N. N. N. N. N. N,N. N. N. N. N. , 
Tl/llERCULOSJS (a.11 fo rms ) 25 5 1 3 15E 93 53 25 54 7 3 5 

--
TTJIH611) PEVEa - ? l --

TYPHUS -- - ·-
YELLOW FEYER 

·-



- - - - - - - - ----

i-
.; 

21. 4. I 78 

LIST B C:OMMUNICABLE DISEASES AND AGENTS NOTIFIED AFTER HOSPITAL AND LABORATORY DllGHOSIS 

CASES NOTIFIED DURIXG \'EEK 

DISEASES H.S.Y. VIC. QLD. S.A. Y.A. TAS. A.C.T, 

AMOEBIASIS N.N. 

A:NKYLOSTOMIASIS N.N. 

ARBO VIRUS INFECTION N.N. N.N. 

DENGUE N.N. 

MURRAY VALLEY ENCEPHALITIS N.N. N.N. N.N. N.N. 

OTHER (STATE TYPE) N.N. N.N. N.N. 

HYDATID 

MALARIA 1 3 2 2 
ORNITHOSIS {PSITTACOSIS, etc) 

Q. FEVER iq N.N. 

SALMONELLA (LABORATORY ISOLATES) S7 4 ? 4 3 3 5 
SHIGELLA (LABORATORY ISOLATES) N.N. 1 

N.N. - NOT NOTIFIABLE 
* - INCLUDES ADJUSTMENTS POR REVISED DIAGNOSIS OR OTHER AMENDMENT. 
QLD. (+) - MONmLY NOTIFICATION OF GONORRHOEA A.HD SYPHILIS. 

• 

• 
CIDIL'LATIVE TOTAL - year to date• 

N.T. N,S.Y VIC. QL!). S,A. y .A. TAS. A.c.r. 

N.N. l - ') 2 

N.N. 'l 

N.I. N.N. 

1 N-N. 

N.I,. N.N. N.N, N,N. ! 
N.N. N.N. N.N. 

? 1 1 
! 
! 

1c:; 16 ?~ i:; 1 1 7 ' 
10 ' I 

Q 7 ,nn 1 1 ? N.N. ~ 

2 513 59 5'3, 14 83 12 131 
4 N.N. 37 1 1 

Directq_r~eneral of Heal1;h 

• 

¥.f. 

* i::; 1 

1 

39 
69 


