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FALSE POSITIVE DIAGNOSIS OF RABIES 

A dog whi c h arrived in Australia from New GuiGea early in 
February was diagnosed, while still in quarantine at Lytton (Brisbane), 
as suffering from heartworm. It was treated for this c ondition but 
died, a few days later, on 4 March 1978. Treatment for heartworm 
sometimes is fatal; not only is the drug itself toxic enough to kill 
some animals that are already sick, but portions of dead worm break 
off as emboli which c an also kill. In this case emboli were found at 
post-mortem examination. 

In accordan c e with routine practice when an animal dies in 
quarantine, samples of brain tissue were referred to the Commonwealth 
Serum Laboratories (CSL) in Melbourne for rabies testing. Fluorescent 

•
ntibody tests on the brain were negative. However intra-cerebral 
noculation of brain tissue into weani~g and suckling mice produced 

signs of rabies, and deaths after 6 days. The brains of the dead mice 
were positive to fluores c ent antibody testing. 

Quarantine a c tion was initiated immediately, and human contacts 
of the dog in Brisbane commenced on a course of rabies vaccine. All 
dogs and a cat released from quarantine sin c e the arrival of the dead 
animal were returned to quarantine and human contac ts of the dog in 
Brisbane c ommen ce d on a c our s e of rabies va c L:ine. 

In the meantime, tests were repeated on the se c ond half of 
the brain. Fluorescent antibody tests were again negative, and mice 
inoculated with brain material showed no signs of rabies after 28 days 
observation, and after F.A. examination. Careful consideration of the 
procedures used during the first tests indicated the strong possibility 
of a false positive result caused by contamination of the first half 
of the brain. This is not an uncommon problem in the handling of viruses. 

A Australia is one of the few countries in the world that is 
~ free of rabies. This is no doubt due to strict quarantine practice. The 

quarantine requirements vary according to country of origin, but in the 
c ase of cats and dogs arriving from Papua and New Guinea, a 9-month 
quarantine is imposed. 

FOETAL VACCINIA - CASE REPORT (contributed by the staff of I.C.P. & M.A. 
Sydney) 

The isolation va c cinia reported in Bulletin 78/7 is of interest. 
A woman was vaccinated against smallpox at 8 weeks gestation. At 24 
weeks gestation she was delivered of a live 500 mg infant which survived 
for 1 hour. Multiple va c cinial-like lesions were present on the skin 
and at post-mortem lesions were found in the lung and placenta. 

Vaccinia virus was isolated from the skin lesions and the lung. 
(The placenta was put i nto formalin.) 

The reasons f o r th e vaccination have not been ascertained 
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to date, but the case re-emphasises the danqcrs inhercn 1- in 
smallpox Vdccination of prcynunl wom~n. 

S. AUREUS FOOD POISONING - CASE REPORT (conlributed by 
Dr W.G. Murrell, CSIRO Division of Food Research, North 

Ryde, Sydney) 

On 9 January 1978, one person who consumed fish paste 
from a freshly opened container became ill with vomiting, frothy 
bile and severe ~ain after approximately one hour. The sample 
was returned to the retail outlet and then submitted for testing 
on 13 January 1978, but remained unrefrigerated from the time it 
was opened. 

Microbiological analysis of the sample gave the follow­
ing results: 

..,_ 

Standard plate count 

Anaerobe count 

30°c 
20°c 
30°c 

for 
for 

3 days 
3 days 

8 2.3 X 108/g . 
2.7 X 108/g 

Coagulase positive S. aureus 
Faecal coliforrns 
B. cereus, Cl. perfringens and 

for 3 days 

Salmonellae absent 

1.0 X 105/g 
6 X 106/g 

10 /g 

The probable aetiological agent was S. aureus, since no 
other pathogens were detected. The high count of this organism 
might, however, have been due to the period of time the sample 
remained unrefrigerated after opening. 

Editor's note: Food poisoning cases associated with this type 
of product are uncommon in Australia. Proliferation of the 
toxigenic staphylococcus was most likely aided by the high salt 
content of the paste, and its storage on the shelf at room 
temperature in the retail outl~t. 

CHLORAMPHENICOL RESISTANCE IN SALMONELLA SPP (contributed by the a 
staff of Fairfield Hospital, Melbourne) W 

We have examined the antibiotic susceptibilities of 164 
consecutively isolated strains of food-poisoning Salmonella spp. 
These were recovered from patients admitted to Fairfield Hospital 
since January 1977; only one, S.newport, was resistant to 
chloramphenicol ( 400 ug/ml); it was possibly acquired by the 
patient, a solicitor, during a visit to S-E Asia. 
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AUS , LIA - COMMUNICABLE DISEASE~ I ELLIGENCE 

REP~1RTING PE:RI O -l li"H-<_\L --fo \9 fif~\L l9 BULLETIN NU"'BfR ,~-::~ 
VIRAL IO ENTI FI CATIONS FROM CONTRIBUTING LA BORA TORIES 

-- --- -- --I IC PMR I I PHH/ I FAIR- I STATE IS TATE I 
'llf..US uR VIRAL ANTIGEN l(NSW)/1 ~AHC I POW IFIELO RCH IMVS I LAB I LAB lTOTAL 

I W\/1-f I ( NSW) I C NSW) I ( Vl C) l VIC J (SA) I ( QLO > I (WA) I 
-- ----------- IUU) I I I 
0100 AOENOV IRUS NOT TYPED•••••••••••••••I 2 I I 1 21 21 1 
u 101 AOENOV IRUS TYPE 1 •••••••••••••••••• I I I I ll l . 
0102 ADENOVIRUS TYPE 2 •••••••••••••••••• 1 I l I I 31 4 
0103 AD ENGi/ lRUS TYPE 3 •••••••••••••••••• 1 I I 3 l 11 4 

0105 ADE.NOV lRUS TYPE s •••••••••••••••••• , I I I 21 l 
0107 A.0 cHOV IRUS TY?t: 7 •••••••••••••••••• 1 I I l I 11 2 
0108 ~OENCVIRUS TYPE 8 •••••••••••••••••• , I I I 11 l 
0119 .\OENOV lRU~ TYPE 19 ••••••••••••••••• a I l - J I 31 3 
0199 AOENOV lRUS TYPING PENDING••••••••••' I I I 2 I I 2 
0201 IN FLUE r.1.A A vr~us •••••••••••••••••• t 2 I I I I - I 2 
0203 INfLUENZA a VIRUS••••••••••••••••••' I I 11 I - I l 
0204 1NFLUEa2 ~ C VIRUS••••••••••••••••••' I I l 21 - l 2 
0301 PARA IN FLUEPIIZ A VIRUS TfPE l • • ••••••.I I I I I 21 2 
0302 PA RA IN FLUE NZ,\ VIKU5 TYPE 2 ••••••••• I I ' 21 l l ll 2j 5 
0303 PARAINflvENZA VIRUS TYPE 3 ••••••••• I I I 21 5 I ' 11 21 10 
0500 ~HINOV lRUS ( •LL 1YPES) •• •• •••• •• •• .t l I 81 21 - I I 11 11 
0600 MVCOPLASMA PNEUMONIAE••••••••••••••I 15 I I 11 I I 3 I l l l I 31 
i.:100 ORNlTHOSlS-PSITTACOSIS ••••••••••••• I 1 l I ll - I I I 21 4 
ClSlb COXSACKI El/ lRUS Alt> •• •••••••••••• •• • I I I 11 I - I I 11 2 
0901 COXSAC~IEV lRuS Bl ••••••• _-.••••••.•. l I l l ll ll 2. ll 6 
0902 l.()XSAC Kl EV lRUS 82 ••••• •• ••••••••••• I I I 1 I 1 l I 3 
0 '-103 COXSAC Kl El/ lRI.JS ti 3 •• • ••••••••••••••• 21 I I I I 2 
;) 905 C.OXSAC KI EV IR.US B 5. • ••••••••••• •• ••• I I I I 11 l 
1000 EC HOVI RUS. NOT ·TYPED ••.•.••••.•...•• - ' I ' I 9 - I 9 
1C05 EC HOVI RUJ TYPE 5 ••••••••••••••••••• I I I I l I l 
1007 EC tO ~ I RU !. TYPE 1 ••••.•.•••••••••••• ' I I 41 lt I 5 
l 009 t: Cti0\/1 RUS TYPE 9 ••••••••••••••••••• I ' I 51 I 11 b 
l.011 cCHOVIRU5 TYPE l ... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l I ll l I l - I 2 
l.014 ECHOvl RUS TYPE 14 •••••••••••••••••• 11 I 1 I I I l - I 3 
1015 E.C tiO 1/1 RU S TYPE l 5 •••••••••••••• • ••• I I I 11 I I l 
1 ..:11 f::CHOVI ,{U~ TYPE l 7 •••••••• • • • ••••••• I I 11 I I l I 2 
l 01 d cCI-OVl~US. TYPE ltl•••••••••••••••••• 41 l I I - I l - ' It 
lvl9 l:::CHOVI R.U.:;. TYPE 19 •••••••••••••••••• I I 51 31 I l I I 9 
1022 ECHOVI RU!. TYt>E 22 •••••••••• • ••••••• 1 I I 31 l 61 2 ll - I 12 
1023 EC HOVI RUS TYPE 2 3 ••• ••••••••••••••• 1 I I l I I - I I I l 

----------------~ I I I _ _j__L_ 1 



AUSTRALIA - COMMUNICABLE DISEASES INTELLIGENCE 

REPuRTING PERIOD - (c \'.Wf\\L -'fc \°' P.ffZIL ;~~BULLETIN NUMBER 7g!Q, 
vIRAL IDENTIFICATIONS FRO~ co~TRIBUTING LABORATORIES - CONTINUED 

-------IICPMR I PHH/ IFAIR- l I !STATE ISTATE l 
VIRU~ OR VIRAL ~NTIGEN l(NSW)/ RAHt POW IFIELO I RCH I IMVS I LAB I LAB iTOTAL 

I WVH tNSW) (NSW) ltVIC) l(VIC) I lSA) l(QLD) I (WA) I 
-------------------1 J ... A .... C..,T._.1.__. ______ _L_ I _ .... 1 __ ___.1 ______ 1 __ ___.1..__ __ 
1025 
1027 
1030 
1101 
1103 
1200 
1300 
1301 
1302 
J. 303 
1306 
1307 
1401 
1 50 2 
1512 
153 0 
1 53 2 
1 533 
1 541 

ECHOVIRUS lYPE 2=>••••••••••••••••••1 l - I - I - I I l 
cCHOVl~U~ TYPE 27•••••••• • •••••••••1 ll - I - I - 1 - t 
EC HOV 1 RU S TY PE 3 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I I 6 I I I i 
PO LI ov 1RUS T VP E l •••••••••••••••••• I I I 1 I 11 - I 
~OLIOVIRUS TYPE 3•••• • • •• ••••••••••1 I I I l 21 I 
MU MP~ V l RU s ........... .. . . ......••• I 3 - I 21 - I l 3 I l l 
HERPES VIRUS GROUP-NOT TYPED•••• • ••I 3 I 11 - I 3 - I - I 
HERPES SIMPLEX VIRUS-NOT TtPE.D ••••• l l bl 21 21 2.21 2l 
t:PSTEIN-BARR VIRUS (E B VIR't.JS) • • • • •• J - I - I 3 I - I 
VARIC.ELLA-Z.OSTER VI RU S •• •••••••• •••I - I - l 2 1 1 - I 
hERPES SI H~LEX TYPE l••••••••• • ••••I 7 71 - I 3 I b l 
HERPES SIM PLE X TYPE 2• ••••• • • ••• •••1 21 9 1 - I 14 I 191 
~OXIE L LA BUR.NET! • • • • •••• •• •• •••• • •• , 10 ll - I 1 191 - I 
PI CORNA 1/lRUS-NOT TYPED ••• •• •• •• •••I - l - I - l 2l 
VACCIN IA VI RUS • • •••••••••• •• • • •••• • I 1 - I - I 
t1EPATITI :i A VIKU S ••••••• • • • • •• •• • •• I 2 - I - I 
HE?ATITIS B ANTI GEN•••• • ••••• • • ••••I - I 15 23 - t 3 8 61 
HEPATITI~ B ANTIBOOY •••••• •• •••• • •• 1 I - I 13 1 91 
JR IC - TRAC.HOMA-INCLUSIO N I I I I I 

CONJU~CTlvlll~ • • ••.•••••..•••••••••••• f 
1550 CMV - CYTOMEGALOVIRUS •••••.•••••••• j 
l j 62 CORJ~A~lRU~••••••••••••••••••••••••l 
1564 ROTAVlRUS •••••••••••••••••••••••••• f 

- I - I zt l'-I 
41 3 - I 41 3 51 
31 - 1 - I - l - 1 

- I - I 2 - I 31 11 
1571 ENTEROVIRUS. TYPE 71 (BRCR) •• •••• ••• f 
1599 ENTEKOI/IRUS TYPING PENDING •• •••• ••• f 

I I 2 - I - I - I 
61 I of 51 - I 

TJTAL•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••I 881 2l 351 98 27t 711 79 961 
_______________ _.L __ __.1~-.-~J __ ___.1~ __ ...J.__-.iJ~_--1. I I 

ARBOVIrtUS GROUP ]"3 •••••••••••••••••• • ••• • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • • • - • • • 4 ............................. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 .. 2 .. 
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6 
2 
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10 
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3 
3 

23 
o.3 
31 
2 
l 
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55 
22 
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19 
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nsl~ REPORT ING PERI OD - le f-WR\L \0 . \9 r-\f~\l- \9lg BULLETIN NU"8ER 
VIRAL IOEN1IFICATIONS CATEGORISED INTO SOURCE SPECINENS 

--~ll~~LUULAlill~L----LU 1. BL I ~· I Cs l SIS. I ex I U8 I 88 l ~E I DI I IIJIA.L. 
0100 ADE 1«l 1/1 RUS NOT TYPED •••• •.••• •• •• •• I 4 2 11 - I - I - I - I - I - I - I 1 
0101 AOENOVIRUS TYPE l••••••••••••••••••I - - 11 - I - I - t - I - I - I - I l 
0102 AOEIClVlRUS TYPE 2••••••••••••••••••· 1 - 21 - I - l - l - I - l - I ll 't 

Olo3 AOE~Vl~S TYPE 3 •• •• •••••••• •• •• •• 1 - 31 l I - I - I - I - I - I - I 5 
0105 AOE~VlRUS TYPE 5•••••••••••••••••• l - ll - l - I - l - l - I - • - l 2 
0107 AOENOVIRUS TYPE 7•••••••••••••• •••• l - 21 - I - I - I - I - I - I - ' 3 
0108 AOENOVIRUS TYPE 8•••••••••••••••••• - - - I - l - I 11 - I - I - I - I l 
0119 ADENOVI~US TYPE 19••••••••••••••••• - - - I - - I 31 - I - I - I - I 3 
0199 ADENO\IIRU~ TYPir-.,G PENDING•••••••••• 2 - - I - - I - l - l - l - l - I 2 
0201 lNFLUENlA A VIRUS•••••••••••••••••• - 2 - I - - I - I - I - I - I - I 2 
0203 INFLUE~lA B VIRUS •• ••••••••• ••••••• - l - I - - l - I - l - I - I - I l 
0204 INFLUENZA C VIRUS•••••••••••••••••• - 2 - I - - I - I - I - I - I - I 2 
0301 PARAINFLUENZA VIRUS TYPE l••••••••• - - 21 - - I - t - l - I - t - l 2 
0302 PARAI NFLUENZA VIRUS TYPE 2••••••••• - 1 31 - - I - I - 1 I - I - I 5 
0303 PARAI NFLUENZA VIRUS TYPE 3••••••••• - - 101 - - I - I - - I - I - I 10 
0500 RHI NOVI RUS (ALL TYPES>••••••••••••• - - 11 I - - I - I - - I - I - I 11 
ObOO MYCOPLASMA PNEUMONIAE•••••••••••••• - 31 - l - - I - I - - l - • - l 31 
0700 ORNITHOSIS-PSlTTACOSIS •••••••••••.. - 4 - I - - I - - - I - I - I 't 
0816 COXSACKIEVIRUS Alo••••••••••••••••• - - 21 - - l - - - I - I - • 2 
0901 COXSAtKIEVIRUS Bl •••••••••••••••••• 2 - 31 2 - I - 1 - t - I - I e 
0902 COXSACKIE~IRUS 82•••••••••••••••••• l 2 - I - - I - - - I - I - l 3 
0903 COXSACKlEVIRUS 83•••••••••••••••••• 1 - - I 1 - I - - - I - I - I 2 
0905 COX~CKIEVIRUS B5•••••••••••••••••• - l - I - ' - I - - - I - I - I 1 
1000 ECHOVIRUS NOT TYPED•••••••••••••••• 3 - 2 4 - I - - - I - I - I 9 
1005 ECHOVIRUS TYP E 5••••••••••••••••••• l - - - - I - - - I - I - • l 
1007 ECHOVIRUS TYPE 7••••••••••••••••••• - - 4 2 - I - - - I - I - l b 
1009 ECHOVIRUS TYPE 9••••••••••••••••••• - - 5 1 - I - - - t - I - . I b 
1011 ECHOVIRUS TYPE 11•••••••••••••••••• 1 - 1 1 - I - - - I - I - I 3 
1014 ECHOVIRUS TYPE 14••••••••••••••••••' l - 1 1 - I - - - I - a - I 3 
1015 ECHOVIRUS TYPE 15••••••••••••••••••1 - - 1 - - I - - - t - I - I l 
1017 ECHOVlRUS TYPE 17••••••••••••••••••1 - - 2 - - I - - - I - I - I z 
1018 ECHOVlRUS TYPE 18••••••••••••••~•••1 - - 3 l - I - - - I - t - I 4 
1019 EtHOVlRUS TYPE 19••••••••••••••••••1 8 - 2 2 - I - - I - I - I - ' 12 
1022 ECHOVIRUS TYPE 22••••••••••••••••••1 11 - - - - I - - I - I - I - I 11 
1023 ECHOVlRUS TYPE 23••••••••••••••••••1 l - - - - I - - I - I - I - I l 
1025 ECHOVIRUS TYPE 25••••••••••••••••••1 l - - - - I - - I - I - I - I l 

------ --- I - 1--1- j I A I ' 



AUSTRALIA - COMMUNICABLE DISEASES INTELLIGENCE 

RE?O~TING PERIOD - b Affi\i.- 1c. ,cu-irf:.\L \91"" BULLETIN NUMBER ,sl-..: 
Vl~AL IDENTIFICATIONS CATEGORISED INTO SOURCE SPECIMENS - CONTI"4UED' 

----------------
---~~.JlILaaAL ANiluf~- __ _LfA_L.,.B_L_._l _,N..,.A.._ __ .... c~s---~-LEY !-UR I SR J GE . J ~,1 AIO.IAL 
1021 ECHov1~u~ TYPE 21 •••••••••••••••••• 1 11 I I I I I I I I 1 
1030 ECHOVIRuS TYPE 30 •••••••••••••••••• I ll I 5 ll I I I I I I 7 
1101 PuLIOVIRUS TYPE l••••••••••••••••••l ll l l l I l I l I l 2 
1103 POLIOVIRUS TYPE 3••••••••••••••••••1 21 I I I t I I I 11 J. 
1200 HUMPS v1Rus ••••.••••.•••••••••••••• 1 I 7 2 11 I t I I I , 1v 
1300 HERPES iIRUS GROUP-NOT TVPELJ ••••••• f I 3 I 41 I I f I I 7 
1301 HE:RPES. SIMPLEX VIRUS-NOT TYPED.•••• I I 6 8 I 71 ll I l 111 ll 3~ 
l3U2 EPSTEIN-SARR Vl~US (EB VIRUS) ••••••I I 3 I I I I I I I l 

303 \IA~lCELLA-ZOSTER. VIRU~ ••••• •• •• ••••I I I 3l I I I I I 3 
1306 HtR.PES SIMPLEX TYPE 1 •• •• •• •••• •••• f I 11 I 51 l I I I 51 I 22 
1307 HtRPE~ SIMPLEX TY?E 2••••••••••••••1 11 I l l5l - l l l 48l - l 6~ 
1401 COXlELLA SURNETI ••••••••••••••••••• f I 30 I ll I I I I I - l Jl 
1502 PlCORrfA VIRUS-NOT TYPED •••••••••••• I 21 I l I I I l I - I 2 
1512 VACCl,~lA VIRUS ••••••••••••••••••••• t I I I ll I I I I I l 
15~0 HE?ATiTlS A VIRuS •••••••••••••••••• t 21 I l I I l I - I t 2 
1532 HtPATiTlS S A~TIGEN •••••••••••••••• I I 55 I i I I I I - I 55 
l :> J3 H LP AT 4 TI s B ~ NT 18 OD y ••••••••••••••• I I 22 I 1 I l t I I ~2 
1541 TkIC - TR~CHOMA-I~CLUSION I t I I I I I I I 

CONJlJNCTl\lITIS......................... I l I 21 I l l'tl ' 16 
lSS6 CMV - C't'TOMEGALOVIRUS •••••••••••••• 1 - I 9 4 I - I I 31 I 31 11 2.;, 
1562 CORONAVlRUS •••••••••••••••••••••••• , 31 l I - I I I I - l 3 
l 5 64 ROT A\/ IR us • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I 6 I I I I I I J I o 
1571 ENTt:.ROl/lRUS TYPE 71 (BRCR) ••••••••• f 11 I ll I i - 1 I I 2 
1599 Ei-.Tl:RJVIRUS TYPlN" PENDING ••• •••••• t 101 5 I 11 f 11 I I 1 1 18 
TOTAL••• • •••• • • • • •••• ••••• ••• •• • ••••••••l 711 181 98 191 371 81 5 1 ll 8 1 1 51 !> Ob 
____ _____ --~1 l l J I _j___L, __ 1 _ ____ 1 ___ 1 _ 

AR.BOVIRU3 GROUP B ••...•..•••••• • ••••• • • • • • • • • 3 ................................................. . 

ROSS RIVjn VIRUS .......•.••••••••••••• • • • • • • 1 8 .................................•...•.••••••••••• 
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