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I ss ut?. Da t e : 23 May 1979 

Virus r eports t h~_s week : Total - 645 

Interesting r eports include: 

Influenza A/USSR/90/ 77(H1N1) isolate d early May f rom a 9 year old 
Brisbane girl. A prev ious i so l ate in March from a lf+ year o ld 
school gir l in central Queensland has been confirme d as A/USSR/90/7 . , 
(Adv i sed by State Heal t h Laboratory, Brisbane . ) 

CAm_p_y_~obacter isolates - Bendigo (Vic.). (Contributed by S. Chopra , 
Commonwealth Health Laboratory, Bendigo ) 

- Since November 1978 until March 1979 (5 months ' pe r iod) the Cornrnonwealt 
Pathology Laboratory of Bendigo has isolated Campylobacter species from 
seven pat i ents, thei r ages ranging fr om 16 months to 48 year s . 

Six of the patients presented with diarrhoe~ without blood, while the: 
seventh patient 1->resented with a bdominal pa in. Five of them came from 
within Bendigo while two came f rom country towns, name l y Elmore and 
Ro c!·11:::s ter . 

In one cas e of a 3 year old boy , both of hi s parents were followed and 
fo11nd to be posi ti·.,,e asymptomatic carriers of · Campylobacter _ _EE . 

Salr~ ~i e ll:3. infections - Fe bruary and March ( from monthly reports of the 
Microbiological Diagnostic Unit , Melbou rne Unive rsity) 

HOSPITAL OUTBREAKS 

S. typhimuriu,11 phage type 12A was isolated from f aeces of 15 patien t:::=: 
( aged from 59 ye ars to 85 years) in di ffe r ent ward s of a ho spital ~1 

Adelaide. It wa s al~o i so lated from the urine of one patient and 
blood of another after surgery . So far no cause ha s been found but 
a light diet was common to all patient s . 
S. typhimur iu~ phage typ e 6 was i sola t ed fr om suspect chicken. Ten 
of the cultures showed mult iple ant ibiotic resistance to ampicilli rr~. 
t e tracycline, chloramphenico l, su l phonam i de and kanamyc in . Two 
s 1_rains we r e sensitive to the se antibiotics. A "hospi ta l" strain o,f 
Klebsiell a a l s o showed multiple resistance to the same antibiotics . 

A small outbreak of S, infanti.s occurred in the nursery of a 
maternity hospital in Victoria. One mot h r had diarrhoea and probablj 
infecLed her baby s on. Two other male babies a l so acquired the 
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infec tion . S . infanti s was isolated fro m both faeces and urine of 
the fi rst baby . 

Typho id and parat yp_b_o~d case s 

. ~...:. .. J.::.X .. Ph~ phage type C5 isolated f r om blood and fa e.ces of 32 year old 
ma l e 2 we eks after returning from 5 we eks holi day in India . 
(Vic. - March) 

. S . typhi phage type Ml': isolated f rom blood culture of 27 year ol d 
ma l e who ha d trave l led through South East Asia . (N.S.W. - February ) 

S . tye,hi phage type 46 i s o l ated from faeces of 5 month o l d female 
child who ha d been ill for 10 days with mode r ately severe diarrhoea 
and fever. Screening of the f ami ly y i e lded -~ __ _!:_).'.}2h i phage type 46 
from faeces of 22 year old female - possible carrier. (N.S.W . 
February) 

~ paratyph:i....l?_ phage type Taunton isolated from a 42 year old woman 
with long s tanding hi s tory of osteomyelitis. Culture was isolated 
from pus fr om wound swab after operation on he r hip . (Vic . - March) 

. S . paratyphi A phage type 2 isolated from blood, faeces and urine 
of 32 year old female who had r eturned f rom trave lling in I nd i a . 
Onset of f ever oc curred 5 days after her return. (Vic. - February ) 

. S .pa~i ~A phage type 2 isola ted from blood and f aeu~s of 
12 year old boy who had spent 2 months t ravelling in India. (Vic. 
- February) 

I nterna tiona l notes 

. Vi r al haemorrhagic f ever 

Four cases of suspect viral haemorrha gi c fe,we r have been reported 
i n recent issue s of the Communi cabl e Diseases Re2ort (U.K.: CDR 

- 79/16, 27 April 197 9 and CDR 79/18 11 Me.y 197 9) 

Two of thre e Swi ss nationals who visited Togo in April di ed, one 
in To go and one on return to Swi tzer l and. S't udies f or V. H. F . on 
the second case have be en negat ive. A virus has been isolated but 
not identified. 

A 48 year old male r eturned to London on 5 May af t er a holiday in 
Ni geria . He travelled to his home in Birmingham by taxi late t hat 
evening . He was unwell and was seen at ' home by a general 
pract i tioner on the morning of 6 May; an tibiotics were pr escr ibed. 

The patient's condition de te r iorated and he was taken to the 
casual ty department of East Birmi ngham Hosp i. tal on 7 Nay. He was 
febrile (39° ) and ha d g lyco suria . He was transferre d to the high 
security unit at Liverpool because of the p10 ssible diagnosis of 
Lassa f ever. He di ed l a te on 7 May . 

The cl ini ca l diagnosi s was diabe t e s precipiLated by an i n fe c tion, 
the nature of which is no t known. Specimens a,r:e be ing e,~amined 
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for viral h aemorrhag ic f e ver . 

Clo s(2 con t a ct s are unde r routine surve il lance . Surveil.1 . ,:, 1... e c, f 

o ther c on tac ts, such as tho se on the f ligh t on 5 Ma y , ls nol 
con s i dere d n eces s ary , an d e nqui r e rs are t,-2 i ng advised Lh~ .L n , 1 

ac tion is n ecessary a lthou gh they shoul c seek me di c a l a rJv i\ e if 
they deve l op a f ebrile: illness wi thin 21 day s o f contact 

. Giardias is in apes a n d zoo a t tend ::rnt s in U.S . ( taken f r om Ve ler nviry 
Pub lic Heal t h ···otes , J a nuar-y 19 79: CDC , Atla nta) 

In the U.S . summe r of 1978 , a n outbre ak of clinica l g i ard iasi ~ 
o ccurrert involving 6 ap es and 3 of t h e ir attendants at a zoo in 
Kansas Ci ty, Missouri . The outbreak is cons i dere d unusual 
becaus e o f the sugge s t ed fae cal - oral transmis s ion of _0 iard ia 
b e t ween ;.pes and man. 

The ind,_x case, a 7 y e ar ol d ma l E: gibbon , was removed from 
di '.-> play on Ju ly 5, 1978 , for man a gemen t reasons. Whi le conf ined 
at the nurs e ry building , this a ~ima J had several episodes of 
loos :· ., t oo l s . On July 13 a woman attendant t- egan havin g loo se 
stools in which Gi ardi a cys t s were i denti fied. By the f i rst week 
of Augus 1 ..... nothe r woman attend,rnt, a 2 :, 2ar old · male orangutan , 
a 2 year old female gorilla, and t -wo 2 ye a r old chimpan zees, a 
male and .:1 f emale, were c-xpe ri en c j n g di.a ·, :::.-he a and vomit :i.ng . 
Giard i a cys Ls were r ecovered from the f:1ece s . Another woman 
attendant ar.d an 11 month o ld 2, i bbon bec.a r;~ e i 1 1 in mid- August. 
Further invt=s ti gation r evealed tha t other ape s and attendants 
we r e she ci ding Giard,i a ( asymptomat i c infections ). ·· 

The repor c offer s t he reminde r that clin i c a l illnes s following 
Giard i a j ,·1 [ ec tion is wel 1 documen te d in bo th t h e med ical and 
veler i n a ;y literature, bu t that asymptomatic infection al s o 
occurs in bo th an i mal s and man . Al t hou.g --i it i s often c laimed 
t hat t he Gia r d ia sp e cies are host spe c i f : c , i nvest i gation of t h is 
ou Lbr eak ::; u 1gest s t h at some ~·peci es a r e infective fo r , a n d 
p r oduce l 1 inj c :,l di s ease in a vari e t y of a.n ima ls inc l u ding h1Jmans. 
A prev i cn, " OGtl~reak was recorde d i n Washing ton in 1976 i n which 
Gi ardia '--~ st s fr om beavers i n the a r ea of the outbr e ak , were 
morphol ogi c al1 y ident ical to t hos e obtained from humans. They 
1.ere as i. nf e c t i ve for S. P. F . beag le pup s as t he cyst s of human 
c:, rig in. 

W.H.O. T) iar rhoea l Dis ease s Control Pro gramme (taken from l h e ~Jeek~ 
Epidc~iologica l Re c or d 79/16 i O April 19 79 ) 

It h a s b '"' c n es ti ,1,ated tha t i n 1975, ther e we ·e. abouL 500 million 
episodes o f diar ho ea in chi ldren below 5 y e ars o f a ge in As ia, Afr i ca. 
a nd Latin Amc_ rica ; 3-4% of them usually end in death. In S.E. As ia , t h, 
incidence o f d i arrho e al di seases has been shown t.o vary from 1. '", to ~ o e r 
1000 popu l a tion of al l ages, and i n one study i n ·tatin Amer i c c: t hese 
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diseases were found to account for 2 . 6% of 35,095 deaths due t o all 
cau5;.es in chi ldren t elO\v 5 years of age. Po t o; ly do t he di a rrhoea l 
di seases take the l i ves of millions of children in the develping world 
each year, but they also r etard t he physical growt h and impai r the 
quali ty of li fe of those w o survive by cont ributing to rnaln~trition due 
to foo d withdrawal , food r efusal and n1alabs orpt ion . Di arrhoea i s more 
common and more seve r e in the ma lnouri she d. 

Recognition of the magn i tude of t he problem led the W. H.O . to embark 
upon a programme for the c ontro l of di a rrho ea l d i seases , and in May 1978 
a t e chnical Adviso ry Group define d sertain objectives of t his programme. 
The short - term obje c tive i s to r educ e mo rtality and di ar::.·hoea r e l a t ed 
ma lnutrition i n children by mean~ of ora l r ehydration t he r apy , and to 
deve lop improved tools and s tra t eg ies. Th e l ong ··te r m objective is to 
r educe morbidity due to dia rrhoea l dis ases by the i mprovement of child 
care practices, epidemiologi cal survei llance , and the prov i s ion of s i mpls ,e excre t a dispo sa l and water supp l y facilities t ogether with ac tivi'.:.ies t o 

1 encourage the ir accep t ance and utilization. Health educat ion is obv i ous~y 
an important part of the above s trateg i e s . 

Impl ementation of the programme wi ll invo lve the pr ovision of oral 
r ehydr at ion the r apy to be de live r ed at the hou seho ld l evel by the vill age 
health worker, the maternal and child care worke r and by mothers toge ther 
wi th e ducat ion of the mo the r on prop e r fe eding pr ac tice s during and af t er 
diarrhoea . UNICEF is providing ass istance in t he l oca l pr oduction of 
packages of g lucose - electrolytes salts for oral r hydration, but the 
di fficulty of providing a continuous supply of t hese pre packaged salts 
has been identif ied as the mos t importan t const aint i n t he imp l emen ­
tation of nationa l programme s. 

% -lactamase producing N. gonorrhoeae 

Two isola t e s have been r eported for Ma rch from N.S .W. , but de ta i l s are 
no t available on one case . The other case involved a male who contracted 
the infection f rom a casual fema le contact who cou ld not be trace d. 
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