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Virus reports this period: Total = 657

Interesting cases include:

Hepatitis B antigen: Fairfield Hospital reports include 29 cases
involving intravenous drug users, one orderly with multiple
accidental finger pricks, and 2 suspected homosexuals.

Coxsackie B4: Isolated from CSF of a female neonate with paralysis
. and from a male neonate with congenital abnormalities - query
intrauterine infection. (Perth)

Echo 11 in Western Australia (submitted by the staff of the State
Health Laboratory Services and the Princess Margaret Hospital,
Perth)

An outbreak of Echovirus associated illness starting in mid-January
is reported from Western Australia.

So far 28 cases have been recorded at the Princess Margaret
Children's Hospital. They have come from a wide area, ranging
from 350 km south of Perth, 300 km east and 2,300 km north; 22
were from the metropolitan area.

Four of the five children under a month old were seriously ill.
One presented with apnoeic attacks at 3 weeks. Another had marked

. ascites and oedema at birth and is believed to have had intra-
uterine infection. The third had suspected sepsis. This last
baby died showing necrosis of the liver and kidneys at necropsy.
Echo 11 was isolated from all pre- and post-mortem specimens.
There has been one further death.

Four of the eight patients aged 1 month to 1 year had viral
meningitis and one child aged 18 months needed intubation and ICU
nursing. Another 12 year old had severe meningoencephalitis from
which he has not yet (at 8 weeks) recovered.

A review of the available literature has revealed 59 reported
cases of Echovirus 11 infection in children, mostly neonates and
infants (10 of these were in Melbourne in 1972). All the cases
have occurred in summer-autumn and 25 of them were associated with
outbreaks in hospital neonatal units. Illness in adults seems
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rare and only 1 isolate from an adult over this period has been
found.

A feature of patients with viral meningitis (whose CSF findings
are known) is the common occurrence of high leucocyte counts with
preponderance of neutrophils. Typing of some isolates is proving
difficult and these are thought to be prime strains of

Echovirus 11.

Editor's comment: During 1978, 31 Echovirus type 11 infections
were reported from all contributing laboratories, with 7 cases
involving meningitis. Apart from January 1978 in which 10 cases
were reported, there was no significant variation in incidence in
the remaining months.

The age breakdown of 30 of the cases in 1978 is: «lyr. 9 cases;

1-4yrs. 7 cases; 5-14yrs. 7 cases; 15-24yrs. 6 cases; 25-59yrs. 1 case

Influenza isolations in Melbourne in 1979 (compiled from reports by

L. Irving, Fairfield Hospital, and M. Evered, CSL, both in Melbourne)

The onset of the influenza season may have been heralded in the last
weeks of April with the isolation at Fairfield Hospital of 7 strains

of influenza A and one of influenza B.

Since February, 14(H Nl) viruses have been isolated at CSL. The
first five differed from A/USSR/90/77 and the last nine were

identical to this strain. All viruses have been isolated from young

people, mainly from the Melbourne University, who have presented
with typical influenza symptoms.

Two patients admitted to Fairfield Hospital in mid-April., both w_th

headache anc fever, proved to have influenza. Influenza A virus,

most like strains reported from Brazil, was isolated from nose and
throat swabs of both patients, a 24-year old female and an il-year

old male. Influenza A/Brazil/11/78 (H1 N1) which was circulating
in North America during their recent winter, is only slightly
different from Influenza A/USSR/90/77 (H1 N1), the strain present
in Melbourne last year.

The patient with influenza B was a nurse with upper respiratory
tract symptcms.



Cholera in Nauru

WHO has advised that 88 bacteriologically confirmed cases oi cholera
have been detected in Nauru since February 1979. 1In addition, a
further 14 carriers have been bacteriologically confirmed. The
communique did not give the specific serotype of the organism
involved.

The first confirmed case of cholera in Nauru occurred in November
1978 in an 8 year old girl. The organism responsible was Vibrio
cholerae Eltor serotype ogawa, and within one month a further 7/
cases were detected. The source of infection was never established,
but extensive preventive measures were recommended. No information
is available on the source of the current outbreak or on the extent
of which the preventive measures had been implemented at the time.

. The Weekly Epidemiological Record (27 April 1979) reports that
during 1978, 74,632 cases of cholera were notified in 40 countries.
This compared with 58,087 cases in 1977 and 66,020 in 1976, but the
1978 figure is significant in that 8 new countries were infected.

This is the highest number of new countries involved since
1970-1971, and the actual number of cases is the highest since
the beginning of the present pandemic in 1961.

Salmonella reporting

(1) Backlog of reports

The provisional figures for human salmonella infections in

March end April reported in previous issues of the CDI do not
reflect the true incidence of this disease. A large increase
in the number of isolates received by the typing laboratories
compared with the same period last year, has led to a backlog

in reporting.

The major increase in isolations has occurred in W.A. During
March, 958 isolates were made by the State Health Laboratory
Services with a further 1098 between 1 and 21 April; of these
S. muenchen accounted for 743 and 672 isolates respectively,
while S. typhimurium, S. saint-paul, S. anatum, S. chester and
S. adelaide were the most common of the remaining serotypes.
These isolations are additional to the provisional figures
previously reported, which did not include isolations from W.A.

(2) New arrangements for reporting

Within the next few weeks, all clinical and public, health
laboratories (except those in Victoria) should receive a supply
of revised salmonella reporting forms. The revision has been
undertaken to accommodate the introduction of computer
record:ng in Canberra, and this will commence immediately. All
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isolates reported to the CDI since 1 January 1979 will also
be fed into the computer so that ultimately data for the
whole of 1979 will be available for study.

The new system has been designed to be compatible with that
already in operation in Victoria through the Microbiological
Diagnostic Unit at the University of Melbourne. Laboratories
in Victoria should continue to comply with the reporting
requirement of the M.D.U., which will forward relevant data
to Canberra for collation.

Amendment to Bulletin 79/7

As a result of an editorial oversight the heading was omitted from
the third paragraph of International Notes, on page 3. The
paragraph referred to leprosy.

Q. fever in Victoria

Interim advice has been received of an outbreak of Q. fever in
Victoria. This involved abattoir workers involved in slaughtering
goats, and the organism Coxiella burneti has been identified

serologically in one worker. We hope to provide further details
later.

During 1978, 625 identifications of Coxiella burneti were reported
to the CDI, 378 being from Queensland and 185 from N.S.W. baly 1l
of the 625 cases were under 15 years of age. So far this year,
178 cases have been reported.

Coxiella burneti is a rickettsia commonly transmitted from the
natural reservoir (e.g. cattle, sheep and goats) by airborne

dissemination in dust, or by droplets of the infected animal's
body fluids. Transmission can occur by direct contact with infected
animals or other contaminated materials (e.g. wool, straw), or by

raw milk from infected cows or goats. (Ref.: Benenson A (Ed) Control ¢

of Communicable Diseases in Man 12th Edition, APNA 1975)
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* Ankylostomiasis - 14 cases have been added to N.T. figures since the
last report. The cumulative total is now 38 instead
of 24,

* Arbovirus inTection - 1 case has been deleted from Victoria's figures
since the last report. The cumulative total is
now 29 instead of 30.

* Gonorrhoea - 1 case has been deleted from N.T. figures and 20 have been .
added to ACT figures since the last report. The cunulative
total is now 2992 instead of 2973.

* Hepatitis A - 2 cases have been deleted from Victoria's figures since
the last report. The cumulative total is now 560 instead
of 562.

* Syphilis - 1 case has been added to N.T. figures since the last report.
The cumulative total is now 447 instead of 446.

* Tuberculosis - 8 cases have been deleted from Victoria's figures and
1 case deleted from W.A. figures since the last report.
The cumulative total is now 394 instead of 403.

* Typhoid - 1 case has been added to W.A. figures since the last report.
The cumulative total is now 10 instead of 9.



