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Final virus tables for period 79/7 are included in this issue. 
Virus report s this period Total: 701 

I nt e r es ting cases include: 

t wo cases of poliomyelitis in Lae, New Guinea , were confirmed by 
the i so l a tion of Poliovirus type 3 (period 79/7) 

Ro ss Rive r Virus isolates continue to be high, with 88 being 
r eported for April. This compares wi th 9 i so lates for April 1978 

two cases of Australian encephalitis virus (MVE) infec tion have 
been detected in the Kimberley reg ion in W.A. One case was an 
a dult male, t h e other an infant fema l e. State Heal th Labo r a tory 
Se rvices in Perth confirmed Group B serology . 

a 3 year old fema le was admitted to Prince ss Margaret Hospita l, 
Perth, with a temperature of 41°C. Whilst in hospital, s h e 
collapsed suddenly and died. Large "internal organ s " were found 
a t p.m. and a reovirus isolated. The g irl had previous multipl e 
a dmis s ions to hospital for diarrhoea and vomiting a nd ear 
infections. (From advice by the State Health Laboratory Services, 
Pe rth.) 

Case reports from Fa irfield Hospita l (Melbourne) 

The following case reports have been t a ken from the monthly report 
(11 Apri l 1979) by the Medical Director o f Fairfield Ho s pital: 

=-.n i nte r esting epidemiolog ical ass ociation has been observed in 
the Casualty Department of a Melbourne Ho srita l where since January 
t hree cases of keratoconjunctivitis h ave occurred sequent ially in 
medica l staff . Adenovirus 19 was isolated from conjunctival swabs 
submitted from the third case. This virus has been reported to be 
associated with e pidemic keratoconjunctivitis in Canada , Belgium, 
Great Britain and western U.S . A. 

a 45 year - old man with hepa titi s B deve l oped a r ash t hree weeks 
a fter admission , which was subsequen t ly conf irmed to be due to 
se condary syphilis . Both of his infec tions were p r obably acquired 
t hrough homo s exual pra ctices . 

anothe r patient with chloroquine-resistant falciparum ma l a ria has 

h e iiul ; e\i n i s coriJil r.,! snd clis i r i huted !,y t he [nv ironr-1Gn+;; l Heal t ', Branch, Oepartm~nt of HoJ l t!:, F. li . 
·:_ ,( 100, '/Jc.J en, \.C . T. 26G6, Austra 'i ia, anc i s a,ai Li l:1c on request. Cont ri bd i ~ris are sol i : i I ~d, ai:tl 
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r~, i~ cd ~~\tab l e acKn0wle~:enent i s Gade. 
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been treated (see CDI 79/6). This 69 year old man acquired his 
infection at the Eastern tip of Papua New Guinea in the vicinity 
of Milne Bay. He developed fever 7 weeks after return to 
Australia which was about 4 weeks after ceasing chloroquine 
prophylaxis. That this strain of P. falciparum was chloroquine­
resistant was confirmed by in vitro studies at the No. 1 
Malaria Unit at Ingleburn Army Hospital in New South Wales. 

a diagnosis of Legionnaires' Disease pneumonia has recently been 
confirmed by serological tests in a male patient aged 56 years. 
He was admitted to Fairfield Hospital in November 1978 after 
recently returning from the Bloomington area in the United States. 
Before return he had been warned that he may possibly have been 
infected by L.D. organisms which had been detected in the cooling 
tower at the hotel at which he had been staying. 

(Editor's note: the bacillus has also been isolated from a cooling 
tower on the 11th floor of Macy's department store in New York. 
This followed the investigation of an outbreak of the disease in 
the heart of New York in August 1978, but city officials withheld 
this finding during the Christmas shopping season. New Scientist 
8 February 1979 p.367) 

Chronic meningococcal bacteraemia (contributed by H.K. Ghosh, Dept. 
of Microbiology, The Royal Newcastle Hospital, Newcastle) 

An elderly, fit lady saw her doctor for being 'off colour' for a 
week and following diarrhoea for 4-5 days. The only abnormalities 
were a temperature of 38°c, and a few maculopapular lesions on the 
body and limbs. As fresh lesions continued to appear, she was 
hospitalised the following week for investigation. Apart from the 
rash and the split heart sound, no/abnormality was detected. She 
was afebrile with W.B.C. 11 x 1012 L, ESR 40 mm/hr. Blood cultures 
were taken on admission. The report of isolation of Neisseria 
meningitidis was interpreted as of a harmless neisseria contaminant. 
The patient was discharged the following week on oral penicillins to 
cover for a possible endocarditis. When another blood culture taken 
before discharge grew N. meningitidis Group B, the laboratory queried 
the repeated finding. The doctor was phoned. Fortunately the patient 
had recovered. 

The meningococcus usually makes us think of purulent meningitis 
and f ulminant septicaemia. However, we have seen a few cases of 
purulent meningococcal bronchitis. According to Christie 
("Infectious Diseases", 1974) chronic bacteraemia with mild non specific 
symptoms was not rare till the end of World War II. Since then most 
cases have probably been treated blindly with antibiotics, and have 
not been diagnosed. Untreated, the infection can smoulder for months 
before flaring into meningitis or septicaemia. 

I 
I 
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The doctor apparently did not translate Neisseria meningitidis 
into meningococcus. Laboratories should be aware of this problem 
when advising clinicians of the results . 

International notes 

The number of reported cases of syphilis in the U.S. in December 
1978 was 1,921, representing an increase of 4.9% over the number 
of cases in December 1977 (1832). This was the tenth consecutive 
month that more infections were reported than in the same month 
of the previous year. In the calendar year 1978, 21,681 cases 
were reported - 5.6% more than in 1977. (MMWR 6 April 1978) 

Investigation of an outbreak of enteritis in school children in the 
Luton and Dunstable areas of England has suggested that an 
explosive outbreak of campylobacter enteritis may have occurred. 
It is estimated that there were in excess of 2,000 cases, mainly 
in young children, and the suspect source is milk from a single 
dairy in which failure of pasteurisation may have permitted the 
distribution of milk contaminated with Campylobacter spp. The 
outbreak was detected by an increased isolation rate of this 
organism from faecal specimens referred from the area. (CDR 
6 April 1979) . -

According to information received in reply to questionnaires, and 
from other sources, a total number of registered cases in 154 
countries was 2,599,949, an increase of about 710,000 over the 
figure obtained in the previous evaluation (1968). This is a 25% 
increase, but as the countries reporting are not identical, it 
is to be noted that the populations from which figures are derived 
have increased by 19% from 1968 to 1975. Even if this population 
increase is taken into account, it is clear that the rate of 
registration has increased since 1968. (W.E.R. 19 January 1979) 

Misuse of smallpox vaccine 

The Canada Diseases Weekly Report, 7 April 1979, describes a case 
of vaccina necrosum arising from use of smallpox vaccination for 
treatment of recurrent herpes simplex labialis. The patient, a 53 year 
old man, had a 2-year. history of essentially asymptomatic, untreated 
chronic lymphocytic leukaemia with recurrences of herpes simplex 
and erythrodema. 

The patient was treated with antibiotics and smallpox vaccination 
2 days after he developed a generalised erythematous rash and herpetic 
lesion of his lower lip. Within 8 days , a necrotic area marked t he 
vaccination site and his arm was red, hot, indurated, tender and 
markedly swollen from shoulder to elbow . Left axillary lymph nodes were 
enlarged and tender, and vaccinial lesions covered his legs and trunk. 
Smears of these lesions were positive for vaccinia/variola virus group~ 
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The patient became toxic and febrile. He was treated with vaccinia 
immune globulin and methisone (an investigational antiviral drug) and 
was discharged to outpatient care approximately 2 weeks later. 

This case dramatically demonstrates the misuse of smallpox vaccine. 
It should not be administered for the treatment of . any viral infections. 

The report emphasises that live viral vaccines are not effective in 
the treatment of recurrent herpes simplex (types I and II); herpes 
zoster or warts. Such uses of these agents are fraught with potential 
hazards. 

Selected references 

1. JAMA 213: 123, 1970 
2. Dermatologica, 149: 253, 1974 
3. Lancet 2: 250, 1977 
4. JAMA 228: 27, 1974 
5. Arch: Dermatol., 100: 22, 1969 

Human salmonella isolates 

MARCH (Provisional total : 163) 
S. aberdeen 1; S. adelaide 2; S. agona 1; S. anatum 4; 
S. bovis-morbificans 2; S. bredeney 2; S. breukelen 2; S. chester 5; 
S. derby 1; S. eastbourne 1; S. enteritidis 7; S. give 3; S. havana 7; 
S. infantis 7; S. java 6; S. javiana 2; S. litchfield 3; 
S. mississippi 4; S. muenchen 9; S. newport 8; S. ohio 1; 
S. oranienburg 1; S. saint-paul 4; S. san-diego 1; S. singapore 4; 
S. tennessee 3; S. thompson 9; S. typhi 1; S. typhimurium 54

11

'; 

S. virchow 5; S. waycross 2; S. welikade 1; S. weltevreden 1; 
11

' S. typhimurium: phage type 6 2; type 9 12; type 12A 
type 22 3; type 88 1; type 92 1; 
type 101 1; type 135 3; type 178 3, 
type 179 5 

22; 

(The S. typhi was from a 2 year old female 
Vietnamese refugee who was found to be ill 
on arrival. No other members of family 
found to be positive.) 

Amendment to Bulletin 79/7 

Page 4 - "Culex vigilax" should read Aedes vigilax". 
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AUSTRALIA - COM0HICABLE OISEASES INTELLIGEICE 

REPORTING PER.IOI) - ~ ~ • 3 - 7°/ • 4 · 4 · 7; BULLETIN NO ft.BER • 7 "J / 7 
VIRAL IDENTIFICATIONS CATEGORISED INTO SOURCE SP:ECillEHS-COITINU&V 

---- ---------- --I I I 
VIR US Oii VI BAL Aif 'fIGEN I FA I DL I f:tA I cs I SK: I _:;_ t UP.. I .dh I \;. ... V T I 1'U i"AL 

__________________ , __ L __ L _ _L __ L __ l ___ L_ L 1 
I I I I l a I I I I I 

1016 EOiOV IRUS TYPE 1b ................... I I I 1 I I I I I I I ' 1 
1018 ECH UV IRUS TY:P 1 18 ••••••••.•••••••.• I 1 I I 1 I ll I I 1 I I I I 4 
1019 EOlOVLltOS 'rYP E 19 ••••.••..•.•••••.• I 1 I I I I j I I I l I 1 
1022 EO.I UV l RUS TYP E 22 •••••••••••••••••• l 1 I 2 I I I l l I I I 3 
1030 EQ10V I R US •r :lP h 30 •••••••••••••.•••• I 41 3 I 7 1 I I l I l 4 1 18 
10 99 E Ol uV IROS T YPING I>E ,.DING ••••••.•••• f I 1 I I I I I I ' I 1 
1101 PuLIOVI RU S TY PE 1 ••••••••.•..•..... I 1.q 2 I I I I I I I l 6 
1102 PvL IOVI i(U S 'r Y F.E 2 ................... , 1 I 1 I I I i ' ' I £ 
1103 POL .10 V 1 RU S 'fl .>E 3 ••••••••••••••.••• I l I I I I I I I I 1 
1104 P OLlOVl HUS-VA CClN AL STit AI Ii ......... I I 2 I I I I I I I 2 
1200 i1 Oi1?S V IR US ••••••••••••••• - •••••••• I I 5 3 2: I I I t I ' • 10 
1300 H EHPES vn us GROUP- NOT 1'1 :i:-E:D ••••••• I I -l 2 I 4 I I I I t I 1 
13 01 H EHPE S SI MPLEX VI ·1US-NUT 'rY PED ••••• I I 12 13 I 23 I 1 I 1 i I 331 J l d6 
1303 V lili. l.C BL LA -Z 0S TE li Vlt\US ••••••••••••• t I 4 I I I I l I I 4 
1306 HERI: E S SI MPLE 1 'l'YPE 1 .............. I I 8 l 11 l 1 1 l I tq I :l4 
1307 H EHPE:S SI f'iP U:X TYPE 2 •..••••.•.•••• I 1 I I 3 I I I I b9.l l I '/4 -1399 Ji tRPLS VI.t US fYPING P ENDL 1G •••••••• I I I I I I l 1 l ' 1 
14 01 COX IE LL l'>. bUttNI:tI ' l ••••••••••••• ·-·· •• I I _js l I I I I I I 3:> 
1502 P l CUliN A V iRUS--iI U1' T YP ED ............ f I I 2 I I I I I ' I 2 
1512 V ACCI Nl.A v··1 I1U s· ••.••••...•. .•••.•...• , I I I 2 I l l I I I 3 
15 15 CON 'l 'A GI v\J 3 PU ST ULM! DER 1'1A Tl TI •3· (U iiP I I I I I I I I I 

VI HU S) ................................ , I I I ~ I I I I ' 2 
1:> 21 M f:A SL £S V l ROS ....................... 11 u I 1 11 I I ' ' I lb 
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1532 H E.P J\T l.'I' 1.S i} A NT 1G 1N •••••••.••••••••• I 7v l I I I I I 70 
1541 C HLA 1'1 rn 1A A - TiHC 1 .. Y PE ••••••••••.• I I I i t I I 4 {.1 I it 1 
15 :,6 C f~\f - C IT u tt .C:GAL OVI H. US •••••••••••••• I il) j tj 2 1 I I 6 I .;,; l I ~~ 
1562 Rill </I HiJ S (ALL '11 1.P .E:..> J ••••••• • • • • • .• • • ·1 I I I I I I I j 1 
1564 RO I i 'l i/ IE J S •••••••••••••••••••••••••• J I I I I I I I I 3 
15 '/1 El\'l :.rluV l.tlJS I'YP 3. 71 ( '.:> 1Kh'. } ....... -.. I I 4 I I I I I I 4 
·1599 F NT Ld UV J.iUJ S ·r Y.P .i.N G fENl>iN G ••••••••• 15 I I 111 3 1 I I 2 l 1 I JL 
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AUSTRALIA - COMUNICABLE DISEASES INT&LLIGEHCE 

REPOBTING PERIOD - )_ ;;l - 3 - 7; • 'f- - ¥ - 7 7 BULLETIN HUIIBER • 7 t / 7. 
YIRAL IDENTIFICATIONS CATEGORISED IHTO SOURCE SPECIBENS-COBTINU.RI> 
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