Cornmunican

‘ f\\ E ;i"": g EN : § [ Y y = A
AUD T ALLA DATE OF TSUS 19 Januazy 1979

NOTTITTIAB BDLEAH\EPM’TGHJMEC&J.

The National Health and Medical Research Council Session in October 1978
revised the list of diseases recommended to the Staites for inclusion in their
legislation as Notifiable Disecases. The revised list is included in the tables
in this bulletin, and will be reported on a monthly basis in the C.D.I.

Bulletin 78/19 discussed the nature of the data collected under the
Notifiable Diseases Returns in Australia. Each State Health autherity has
legislation which requires certain specified diseases to he reported upon diagnosis.
This information is eventually transmitted to Canberra and a national summary
produced.

w

. It is reiterated that the figures in the Notifiadle Diseases Returns
tables may not necessarily coincide with those for similar diseases reported under
the C.D.I. scheme. Vhereas the latter is collated from information provided on a
regular basis from a defined group of laboratories, the Notifiable Diseases data
is dependent upon the voluntary advice cf medical practitioners or lazboretories
involved in the diagnosis. Although this provides data from a much wider source,
the ability to extrapolate the information from year to year has definite
Jimitations. Where a disease is monitored in both data sets (e.g. Q. fever,
salmonellosis, etc.), it is recommended that the C.D.I. tables be chosen as the
reference source.

Since there will be a time lag before the recommended list of notifiable
diseases is incorporated into the various State legislations \eltn r in part or
whole), many of the diseases in this new list will be recorded as "not notifiable
(NN)”. This entry will remain until the specific disease in question ig notifiable,
and figures on its incidence are recelved in Canberra.

MALARTA IN AUSTRALTA

. In the 1ast 10 years, there has been a global resurgence in the
incidence of malar: The extent of this is such that in the last 5 years,

the number of cases reﬁorted from all countries has doubled. -In some countries
the incidence has reached dramatic proportions with the figures showing a 30-40
fold increase compared to 1969-1970. It is estimated that 200 million peorle
are afflicted throughout the world, and over a billion people live in malaria-

risk areas.

The reasons for this are nuwmerous and include the falling off cf
emphasis on antimelarial endeavour, adninistrative and operaticnal shori-comings,
rises in costs (notably gasol ine) and technical difficulties. One technical
difficulty has been the app chlorcquine resistant strains of
n]aqmoﬂlwm falcinarum in aress of Brazil, Cclombia, Ecuador, Panama, Surinam,
Bang’a;erh. Burma, Dem. Kampuchea (Cambofwa) India, Indonesia, Lzac

Re llipines, iland and Vietnam.
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Although not the most common type of malaria imported inio Australia,
falciparum malaria is the most cevere type and can be fatal. In the Medical
Journal of Australia, 7 Cctober 1978, Professor Black of the Scheol of Public
Health and Tropical Medicine in Sydney, points out that although there have been
only 2 deaths in Australia in the 270 recorded cases of falciparum malaria since
1969, more deaths can be expected if this current trend continues. During 1977,
there were 288 cases of malaria imported into Australia; of these, 56 were
infections with P, falciparum. Of the 180 cases imported from Papua New Guinea,
45 were infections with P. falciparum and in 21 of these, the parasite was
considered to be resistant to chloroquine. There were only 2 other cases of
chlorogquine resistant falciparum imported into Australia in 1977. (Since there
is no readily available test for chloroquine resistance, reliance for the
diagnoses will need to be placed on the history of itinerary and non-response to
standard anti-malarial treatment.)

These figures represent an increase over those recorded for 1976. During
1976, 264 malaria cases were notified, all of which were imported. There were
no deaths. 87.5% were Plasmodium vivax infections, and there were 25 cases due
to P. falciparum, 3 to P. ovale, and 4 mixed infections. 90.2% of the cases
occurrcd among civilians and the remainder among army personnel. 160 of the
infections originated in Papua New Guinea, 13 in New Hebrides, 37 in Indonesia
and 14 in India. West Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Democratic Kampuchea (Cambodia),
Thailend, the Philippines, Pakistan, Africa and Madagascar accounted for 23 cases
between them. In 17 cases the country of origin was not specified. 34 cases
were reported in the malaria receptive area of Australia north of latitude 19°S.
(W.E.R. 1978 v. 53 No. 7 1.49-50)

In order that the surveillance of malaria cases occurring in this country
continue to be as accurate as possible, readers are reminded that:

(i) Laboratories should notify the central State and
Territory health authorityrof each positive slide;

(ii) the central authority should arrange for the
"Malaria Information Form" to be completed in respect
of each case, and forwarded to the Section of

Tropical Medicine at the School of Public
Health and Tropical Medicine at the University
of Sydney, 2006;

(iii) a duplicate slide from each case should also
be sent to the Section of Tropical Medicine,
School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine.

¥* Tt should be noted that this is a combined issuve for the periods
14.12.78 10 27.12.78 (78/26) and 28.12.78 to 10.1.70 {Issue date
9 January 1979) due to deficiencies in staff over the Christmas,
New Year holiday period. :
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NOTIFIADLE DISEASES REPORTED IN AUSTRALIA
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Anoebeisis

Anloylostoziasis

Anthrex

Arbovirus infection

Bruccllosis

Canprlobacter infections

Chancroid

Cholera

Congenital rubelle synirome

Diphtheria

Donovanosis

Giardicsis

Cenital herpes

Gonococcal op!

neonatorun

Gonorraoca

Hepctitis A (infectious)

Hepatitis B (serun)

Hepatitis -~ unspecified

Pydatid disease

Lagsa Fever

Legionnaires diseese
O

Leprosy

Leptospirosis

Iymphogranulozc venercun

Melorio

inrburg Disease

lleningococcel infections

Yon~-spceific urethritis

Ornithosis

Portursis (whoopinsg cough)

Ploue

Poliomyelitis

Q. fever
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Salunonelle infecctions

h'gella infcctions

Sncllpox

Syphilis

Tetanus

Trachona

Tuberculosis (all forms)

Typhoid fever

Typhus (21l forms)

Vibrio parshaeroljyticus infections

Yellow Fever

Tersiniz enteroccliticz infections

Dotz collected under the Notificable Disecses Rebturns may bear little or no correlation to

collected under the CDI loboratory schemes Wnilst tlie latter is o saopling progran, the Iotifiabl

Diseases data is Jependent upon voluntery reporting by medical practitioners etcs
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RUSTRALIA ~ CCHMUNWICABLE DISBASES IHNTELLIGENCE

REPORTING PERIOD - CnR-12-74%
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