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WORLD HEALTH ON PROVISIONAL W ORKING 
OF ADULT HIV 

Record 1995; 70: 355-357. 
Following a review of HIV/ 

the World Health Organization estimates 
that globally 17 million adults were liv
ing with HIV infection at the end of 1994. The majority 
(66%) of these infections were in sub-Saharan Africa 
(112 million) followed by South and Asia (3 
million), with Australasia having the fewest infections 
(12,000). In 50 the HIV prevalence 

was less than 5 per sexually adults 
and • in 15 (all in sub-Saharan Africa) the 

was over per 10,000. The lowest 
prevalence rates were seen in Central and East Asia and 
the highest in and Africa. The esti
mated numbers of persons living with HIV infection 
are shown in the Table. 
WHO uses several methods and a varie of data 
sources to make of the current and future 
extent of the HIV/ pandemic. O�cial country 
estimates of HIV made by experts 
or programmes are used when available. 
When not available, WHO makes estimates based upon 
a review of HIV sero-prevalence studies, 

of population 
size and (including the age/ sex 
and urban/r ural di�erentials in HIV spread), and the 
predominant modes of . 
HIV rates for s at increased 
risk of HIV are used to set an upper limit for 
the national estimate. Sero-prevalence data from stud
ies of groups thought to be more representative of the 
general popu are used as the basis of the national 
estimate. When appropriate, HIV prevalence is esti
mated for sub-populations of a country and then 
agg for a national estimate. 

Estimates of HIV prevalence are intended to give an 
of the of the andemic but 

should be considered due to the 
in assessing levels of HIV in na
tional populations. 

Table. Estimated number of persons living with 
HIV infection, by at the end of 
1994a 

Benin 27000 
Botswana 125000 
Burkina Faso 

75000 
175000 

African Re ublic 85000 
Chad 75000 
Comoros 250 
Con·o 
Cote d lvoire 

8000 

2000 
Eritrea 
Ethio ia 588000 
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Table. Estimated nu~ber of persons livmg with HIV infection, by country, at the end of 19943 , continued 

I ·· 

, ••• C'--~Ltr~lfa.r/,J 

Estimated 
number of 
infections 

Gabon 13000 
Gambia 11000 
Ghana 172000 
Guinea 17000 
Guinea-Bissau 15000 
Kenva 1000000 

Liberia 17000 
Libyan Arab lamahiriva 1300 
Madagascar I 2500 
Malawi 650000 11--"-'-= :;;;_;_;_.c...._ _________ +-__ .;.::.::.::.:..:..:.c:..:.:._--11 

Mali 58000 
Mauritania 7000 
Mauritius 500 
Morocco 5000 • 
Mozambique 400000 I n--~-~--------------+-----"-"-""'-''-=-----

Namibia 45000 I 
40000 j 

Nigeria 1050000 
Reunion 150 
Rwanda 250000 
Senegal 50000 
Sierra Leone 60000 
Somalia 10000 
South Africa 650000 
Sudan 125000 
Swaziland 15000 
Togo 150000 
Tunisia 2000 
Uganda 1300000 1 

11-......... ------- - ---+---~.C...C....C'-'----I 
United Reoublic of Tanzania 840000 
Zaire 680000 
Zambia 700000 
Zimbabwe 900000 : 

Argentina 60000 
Bahamas 
Barbados 4000 
Belize 2000 
Bolivia 2000 
Brazil 550000 IJ---"'-==-----------4------==~-
Canada 30000 

,._C __ h_il_e __________ -+--- - - -'10'--'-0--"--00"-------11 
Colombia 40000 
Cost Rica 9000 

11 Cuba ! 1300 I 

Countrv/ Area 
AMERICAS - continued 
Dominican Rcoublic 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Guvana 
Haiti 

I Honduras 
I'. 

1: Jamaica 
1! Mexico 

Nicara 2:ua 
;. 

1! Panama 
' ' Para ::ua • 
Peru 
Suriname 
Trinidad and Toba o 

I' mte tates o U d S f A menca 
IJ Urueuav 

Venezuela 
Total 
ASIA 
Afo:hanistan 
Armenia 
Azerbaiian 
Bahrain 
Ban2:ladeshb 
Bhutan 
Brunei Darussalam 
Cambodia 
China 
Cvvrus 
Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea' 
Geon~ia 
Hon 2: Kon2 
India 
Indonesia 

• Iran (Islamic Reoublic of) 
. lrau 
i Israel 
: Taoan 
' Jordan 
: Ka:1..akhstan 
. Kuwait 
~ K vn:vzstan 
! Lao People's Democratic 
I 
' Reoublic 
Lebanon 

Estimated 
nurnberof .. 

• infections 

40000 
16000 
15000 
20000 
6000 

I 150000 
I 40000 
I 12000 

' 200()()0 
1500 
8000 I 

2600 
30000 
2500 
6000 

' 700000 
5000 

35000 
1 

2003900 
I 

50 
20 
50 

500 
15000 

75 
300 

l 90000 
I 10000 : 

1000 
' 

i 100 
! 500 
l 3000 

7 

1750000 
I 50000 

l 1000 
I 250 
l 2000 

6200 I 
600 

' 
50 

,100 
25 

550 
1350 I 

I 

j 
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Table . Estimated number of persons living with HIV infection, by country, at the end of 1994\ continued 

•• ! · . ·• .• Estimated 
f htirn.ber of < 

> .. ·· .. .•..• •• .. I infections 

. . •, · · · .. • 

Malaysia 30000 
Maldives 60 
Mongolia 150 
My;1nmar 350000 
Nepal 5000 
Oman 1000 
Pakistan 40000 
Philippines 18000 
Oatar 290 
Republic of Korea 2000 
Saudi Arabia 1000 
Singapore 1200 
Sri Lanka 5000 
Syrian Arab Republic 700 
Taiikistan 25 
Thailand 700000 
Turkey 500 
Turkmenistan 25 
.United Arab Emirates 2000 
Uzbekistan 100 
Viet Nam 25000 
Yemen 750 
Total 3116420 
EUROPE 
Albania 100 
Austria 8000 

~ _ru_s ______ ___ --+-____ 2_0_0__,, 
Belcium 10000 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 750 
Bulgaria 300 
Croatia 300 
Czech Republic 2000 
Denmark 4000 
Estonia 40 
Finland 500 
France 90000 

a. Countries with adult populations of over 100,000. 

Greece 5000 
Hungary 3000 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italv 
Latvia 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Norwav 
Poland 
Portugal 
Republic of Moldova 
Romania 
Russian Federation 
Slovak Republic 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
The Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia 
Ukraine 
United Kingdom 
Yuizoslavia d 

Total 

200 
1700 

90000 
100 
200 
300 
200 

3000 
1250 

10000 
8000 

40 
500 

3000 
250 
150 

120000 
3000 

12000 

500 
1500 

25000 
5000 

453080 
·.·. / > \ '. > < / 

Australia 11000 
Fiii 150 
New Zealand 1200 
Papua New Guinea 4000 
Total 16350 

16899950 

b. The Government of Bangladesh has officially reported 44 HIV-infected adults. The estimate of 15,000 is speculative but represents what WHO 
believes to be a conservative estimate of the actual number of HIV-infected adults in Bangladesh. 

c. Despite extensive testing, no confirmed cases of HIV have been detected in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. WHO believes HIV 
to be present in the country but at a very low level. 

d. Refers to states/areas of the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia not otherwise listed separately. 




