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Update on bat lyssavirus

The second meeting of the Lyssavirus Expert Group was
held on 3 December 1996. The group reviewed new infor-
mation on the virus. This included the first identification
of lyssavirus in an insectivorous bat. A yellow-bellied
sheathtail bat, Saccolaimus flaviventris, was found on the
ground and unable to fly, near Toowoomba, Queensland.
Following euthanasia, the animal was found to have a
non-suppurative encephalitis on histopathology and was
lyssavirus positive by immunofluorescence.

Research priorities for the bat lyssavirus were discussed
by the group. These included both wildlife and human
aspects. This research will further inform public health
action required for the control of the virus.

The group noted that while current advice to medical
practitioners and public health authorities standsl, there
is the possibility of inapparent exposure to lyssavirus. This
has been the experience with rabies in the United States of
America®. The group recommended that neurologists
and intensive care physicians be alerted to look for lys-
savirus infection in cases of unexplained encephalopathy.
The recommendations of the National Health and Medical
Research Council for post-exposure vaccination of pre-
viously vaccinated persons for rabies should be applied to
Iyssavirus4.

The group recommended that the National Health and
Medical Research Council Australian Immunisation Proce-
dures Handbook be updated to include advice on pre- and
post-exposure prophylaxis for lyssavirus.
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